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Photo of the Monthé 

 

 

Eurasian Skylark ï 30th April / Photo DM 

 

 

 
Argyll Woodland Surveys 2021é 
The MSBO warden recently confirmed with Jim Dickson (SOC Argyll Recorder) that 
MSBO wardens would cover much of Kintyre for the Argyll Woodlands Surveys 2021.  
The catalyst for the surveys of the old woodlands / estates in Argyll this spring / early 
summer is primarily to determine the status / distribution of Eurasian Nuthatch.  
Currently, Nuthatch have now been recorded at over 100 locations across Argyll in the 
Recording Regions of Mid Argyll, Cowal and Mull (Jim Dickson pers. comm.) although, 
in Kintyre, only 2 single birds have been recorded, at Glenbarr and Campbeltown.  No 
extensive broad-leaved woodland surveys have taken place in Kintyre since 2008, 
therefore, it is certainly time to address what appears to be a conspicuous incon-
sistency in the distribution of the recent colonisation of the Nuthatch in Argyll.  How-
ever, with so few records from Kintyre there could well be a geographical explanation 
for this.  Perhaps the topography of Scotland has persuaded most of the birds to move 
north via Central Scotland with only modest sea crossings to the west?  If this indeed 
occurred, negative/very few returns for the Kintyre survey could support this theory.   
The woodland surveys will continue through to early July 2021. 
  



MSBO April Report 2021 

           List of Selected Species for April 

 
Whooper Swan 
Laggan: 12 adults at Bleachfield on 9th (Warden). 
Campbeltown: one >NW at 09:40hrs on 14th (CR). 
 
Goosander 
Loch Lussa: 5 on 4th (JG) ï an interesting S Kintyre spring record, but these birds are 
more than likely brief passage visitors (however, this is a stocked loch!).    
 

 
 

Goosanders ï resting at Loch Lussa 4th April / Photo JG 
 

Red-breasted Merganser 
Campbeltown Loch: 36 between the jetty and Island Davaar on 18th (per RM). 
 
MSBO Northern Gannet Overland Project (Coordinator / Charlie Robertson). 
Surveillance of Gannets crossing overland to the west from Campbeltown Harbour 
was maintained this month. 

 

 
Gannet ï adult >S off MSBO 9th April / Photo Warden 
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Table 1.  Date / number of adult Gannets crossing 8km overland (9 mins flight time) 
to the west from Clyde waters (Campbeltown Loch) to the Atlantic (Machrihanish Bay) 
during April 2021 along with departure times of first / last bird(s). 

 

April 2021  
 

Date 

Number 
Adults  

crossing to 
the west 

Campbeltown 
Departure 

times of first / last 
bird(s) >W 

 

6th 1 09:25 

7th  2 10:15 

8th  2 10:52ð15:39 

10th  4 12:02ð18:22 

11th  1  18:23 

12th  1 20:00 

15th  1 19:27 

16th  2 15:25ð19:37 

17th  6 09:42ð19:35 

19th  1 19:21 

24th  6 09:08ð18:30 

25th  8 09:11ð14:15 

26th  3 13:10ð14:35 

27th 2 17:35ð19:32 

28th  4 09:24ð11:35 

29th  1 08:52 

30th  2 10:06ð14:07 

 
Total  

 
47 

2021 
March - April  

Cumulative =  51  

 

 
European Shag 
South of Bellochantuy: Small colony with c. 10 active nests at the Tangy road end rock 
stack adjacent to A82 on 4th.  Additional birds wrestling with nest building (JG). 
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Shag ï Tangy rock stack 4th April / Photo JG 
 

  
 

Shag ï incoming at Tangy rock stack 4th April / Photo JG 
 
Grey Heron 
Campbeltown: 3 active nests on 2 conifers by the old paddling pool on Kilkerran Road 
on 2nd (RM). 
 
Little Egret 
Ballochgair (N of Peninver): immature at Kildonan Bay on 15th - 16th (JMcC per JD) 
and still there on 18th (E/FC).  
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Little Egret ï 18th April / Photo EC 
Black Grouse 
Loch Lussa: a male and greyhen on 9th and a greyhen there on 24th (E/FC). 
 
Osprey 
Campbeltown: one on 1st (per JD). 
Location withheld / one seen on likely breeding loch late month (E/FC). 
 
White-tailed Eagle 
Grogport (NE Kintyre): a sub-adult >S on 23rd (TA). 
Southend: one / age uncertain / was over Keil Point on 24th (E/FC) 
 

 
 

White-tailed Eagle ï Grogport 23rd April / Photo TA 
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Hen Harrier  
Campbeltown: a male >W over the town at 18:00hrs on 17th (CR).  
Loch Lussa: a male and ringtail on 22nd (VR per DM) and a male there on 24th (E/FC). 
 
Rough-legged Buzzard 
Carradale: a large pale óbuzzardô considered to be this species was seen over Port 
Righ on 24th before heading east across to Arran (AP per JD).  Next day, what was 
almost certainly the same bird was seen and photographed at Glenree, above the 
Ross Road, Arran and confirmed as a 2cy Rough-legged Buzzard (Arran Birding per 
JD). 
 
Common Buzzard 
Airbase: pair breeding again (3rd year) on disused building.  Incubating from 12th (DM). 
 
Merlin 
Learside Rd: one just south of Feochaig on 9th (BM+). 
 
Eurasian Oystercatcher 
Campbeltown: 150 at Stinky Hole roost on 23rd (JG).  
 
European Golden Plover 
East Laggan: c 125 over the Moy on 19th (VR). 
 

 
 

Golden Plovers ï Moy , by Stewarton 19th April / Photo VR 
 
Common Ringed Plover 
MSBO: 30+ on 14th (JG). 
 
Sanderling 
Machrihanish: 7 in the bay on 2nd and 37 there on 14th (JG). 
Southend: 3 on 11th (E/FC). 
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Ringed Plover ï Airbase 16th April / Photo DM 
 

 
 

Sanderling ï Southend 11th April / Photo EC 
 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Campbeltown: flock 51 at high tide roost on sea wall by the New Quay on 2nd (RM). 
Southend: 16 on 11th (E/FC). 
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Common Sandpiper 
Campbeltown: the first migrant was on the shore by Davaar House on 15th (E/FC). 
MSBO: a single on 21st and one at Tayinloan on 23rd (JG). 
 

 

 

 
             
       Common Sandpiper - by Tayinloan Ferry Terminal 23rd April / Photo DM  
 
Whimbrel 
MSBO: the first migrant was logged on 16th (JG) and 4 >S . 
Campbeltown: 2 >W on 25th (RM).  
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Whimbrel ï 30th April / Photo JG 
 
Sandwich Tern 
Carradale: 2 at Port Righ were the first arrivals in Argyll this spring then 5 were in 
Carradale Bay on 9th (AP per JD). 
Southend: 2 on 9th and 8 on 11th (E/FC). 
MSBO: 4 on 11th (JG), 11 on 21st (Warden)   
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Sandwich Terns ï MSBO 11th April / Photo JG 
 
Common Cuckoo 
Torrisdale: one on 12th (AP per JD). 
Largiebaan: one was photographed on 28th (VR). 
The first Cuckoo in Argyll this spring was heard at Lerags Glen, Mid-Argyll on 6th (per 
JD).  
 

 
 

Cuckoo ï 28th April / Photo VR 
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Wood Pigeon 
Southend Rd: one at Killellan Park on 9th ï a scarce species in S Kintyre (Warden).  
 
Eurasian Skylark 
Airbase: c 150+ on 17th and 25th (JG) ï óscattered territories with many singing birds 
including on adjacent farmlandsô (DM).  
 

 
 

Skylark ï 30th April / Photo DM 
 
Common Swift 
Muasdale: one >S on 27th (TL per JD). 
 
Barn Swallow 
Southend: one over Dunaverty golf course on 1st (E/FC), 5 by Campbeltown on 2nd 
(JG) and 6 by Southend on 5th (E/FC) 
 
Sand Martin 
Langa Quarry (by Dunes Golf Club): 50+ on 3rd (JG). 
 
House Martin 
Machrihanish: one inspecting old nest at Ugadale Hotel on 16th was first seen locally 
this year (JG). 
 
White Wagtail 
MSBO: owing to limited coverage at MSBO the first migrant was not seen until 10th 
(JG) ï quite a bit later than usual (Warden). 
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 White Wagtail ï smart-looking male stomping by MSBO 24th April / Photo Warden 
  
 

 
 

Northern Wheatear ï MSBO 11th April / Photo JG 
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Northern Wheatear 
Airbase: 20+ on 3rd and 30+ on 17th then 40 territories were identified on 25th (JG). 
 
Whinchat 
Airbase: arrival on 25th with 3 males singing on last yearôs territories (JG).  
 

 
 

Whinchat ï Airbase 25th April / Photo JG 
 

 
 
 

Whinchat ï Airbase 25th / Photo DM 
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European Stonechat 
Airbase: 8 pairs on territory on 3rd (JG). 
 
Willow Warbler 
Airbase: first of year was singing on 15th with 6 on 17th then 30+ on 25th (JG). 
 

 
 

Willow Warbler ï Airbase 15th April / Photo DM 
 
Common Whitethroat 
Airbase: first arrival on 28th (JG). 
 
Sedge Warbler 
Airbase: first arrival on 24th (JG). 
 
Grasshopper Warbler 
Loch Lussa: one on 24th (E/FC. 
 
White-throated Dipper 
Glenbarr: one at the Barr Water on 7th (E/FC).  
 
Eurasian Magpie 
Small Influx to south Kintyre March - Aprilé 
Stewarton: 2 on 9th (DR / MG) ï one of these wintered and the second arrived in March. 
Campbeltown: one in field off Hillside Road (N edge of town) on 10th / 11th April (JMcV).  
Carradale: singles on 10th and 25th April (AP per JD). 
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Torrisdale: one on 12th April (AP per JD). 
Wintering birds included 2 at Machrihanish and one at Stewarton (CMcM / DR) and 
well-reported at the latter location on 15 dates 2nd-29th (E/FC). 
 
Common Raven 
Birds present at two traditional breeding sites - Airbase (JG) and High Lossit (E/FC). 
 

 
 

Goldfinch ï male by MSBO feeding station 21st April / Photo Warden 
 
European Goldfinch 
MSBO: max 17 at feeding station on 19th (VR). 
 
Eurasian Siskin                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Airbase: one on 11th ï óFirst bird seen at our feeders this yearô (JG). 
 

 
 

Siskin ï Airbase 11th April / Photo JG 
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Twite 
MSBO: pair on 14th (male singing / DM).  A colour ringed bird photographed on 15th 
was ringed at MSBO during August / September 2017 (RM) and 6 were at the feeding 
station on 16th (JG). 
By Island Davaar: flock 10 on the Dhorlin on 21st (per JD). 
 

 
 

Twite ï male 21st April / Photo Warden 
 

 
 

Twite ï the colour ringed bird on 15th April / Photo DM 
 
Common Linnet 
Airbase: 100+ scattered throughout dense stands of gorse on 25th (JG). 
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Linnet ï Airbase 16th April / Photo DM 
 
Lesser Redpoll 
Airbase: one on 20th was ófirst at our feeders this yearô (JG). 
 

 

 
 

Lesser Redpoll ï 20th April / Photo JG 
 

Common Reed Bunting 
Airbase: 2 pairs on territory 14th (JG). 
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A few more Photos taken in April. 
 

 

 
Gannet ï adult >S MSBO 9th April / Photo Warden 

 

 

European Shag ï Tangy rock stack 4th April / Photo JG 
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Common Raven ï on territory at High Lossit 10th April / Photo EC 

 

 
 

Common Raven ï Traditional nest site at High Lossit 10th April / Photo EC 
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Eurasian Oystercatcher ï MSBO 9th April / Photo DM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Common Ringed Plover ï Machrihanish village 12th April / Photo DM 
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House Sparrow ï Airbase 12th April / Photo DM 
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Otter ï pup at MSBO 9th April / Photo DM 
 

 
 

Family party of Otters ï MSBO 9th April (female (centre) with 2 well-grown cubs. 
Holt is c.40m from MSBO. 



MSBO April Report 2021 

Photo DM.  

  
 

 
 

Sandwich Terns ï Southend 11th April / Photo EC 

 
 

European Greenfinch ï Airbase 11th April / Photo JG 
 
 
 



MSBO April Report 2021 

 
 

Otters - Campbeltown Loch 12th April / Photo EC 
 

 
 

European Greenfinch ï Airbase 15th April / Photo DM 
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Brown Hare ï Airbase 15th April / Photo DM 

 

 

 

Common Chaffinch ï Airbase 15th April / Photo DM 

 


