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For Updates / Enquiries...Contact the Observatory  

        Mobile - 07895 952640 

     E-mail – msbowarden@gmail.com 

       Website – machrihanishbirdobservatory.org.uk 

 

 ‘Time spent in reconnaissance is seldom wasted’    

mailto:msbowarden@gmail.com
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MSBO Photo of the Month… 

 

 

 

European Shag – A juvenile c 5m from MSBO window / 15th November 

Spent a few minutes mainly looking at the sea / but keeping an eye on us too! 

        Finally, this healthy-looking bird flew off strongly into Machrihanish Bay 

   

 

 

*Photos by Warden unless stated otherwise. 

 

 

List of selected Species for November 

 

Whooper Swan 

The Laggan: 40 at West Parkfergus including 7 juveniles on 8th and 4 adults at Strath 

on 30th.  

Campbeltown: 8 >W on 7th, 7 >W on 11th and 6 >W on 25th (Charlie Robertson pers. 

comm.).  

  

Pink-footed Goose 

The Laggan: 5 by Drumlemble School on 10th. 

Gigha: one on 26th (David Jardine pers. comm.). 
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Pink-feet – 10th November 

 

Greylag Goose    

The Laggan: 190 by Drumlemble School and 120 at Strath on 10th.  511 at Clockiel 

on 26th. 

 

White-fronted Goose 

Kilmichael Farm (N of Campbeltown on A83): ‘A candidate for one of the American 

forms was found on 5th - big, pale-faced, long and shallow pink bill, dark tail... Paired 

to a Greenland and with two young, one of which looked a lot like it. Intriguing. 

It was opposite the Farm, by the big layby’ (Tom Lowe per Jim Dickson / see photo). 

 

White-fronted Geese 
Candidate for one of the American forms in foreground / note shallow pink bill 

 Greenland race adult on right / note orange bill (photo / Tom Lowe)  
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Greenland White-fronted Goose 

The Laggan: 218 at Drumlemble School and 145 at Strath on 10 th.  437 at West 

Parkfergus on 16th. 

 

10th November 
 
Canada Goose  
The Laggan: ‘300 on the flats on 5th’ (Tom Lowe per Jim Dickson).  220 by Drumlemble 

School and 18 at Strath on 10th.  

 

Common Shelduck  

Campbeltown Loch: one at the Stinky Hole on 7th and 11th. 

 

Eurasian Wigeon 

Campbeltown Loch: max at the Stinky Hole / Kildalloig Bay was 40 on 16th. 

 

Wigeon – 16th November 
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Eurasian Teal 

Campbeltown Loch: 23 at the Stinky Hole on 19th (Errol / Fiona Crutchfield pers. 

comm.).  

 

 
 

Teal – 19th November / photo Errol Crutchfield 

 

Long-tailed Duck 

Two ‘feeding in the surf’ on 5th (Tom Lowe per Jim Dickson) and one offshore on 10th 

and 16th. 

 

Red-throated Diver 

Totals of 11 >S / 5hrs on 2nd, 9 >S / 3hrs on 15th and 7 >S / 4hrs on 25th. 

 

Red-throated Diver – on passage / 25th November 
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Red-throated Diver – on passage / 2nd November  

 

European Shag 

A total of 77 >S for unknown roost site over a 45min period before dusk on 15th. 

 

Hen Harrier 

The Laggan: a ringtail by Stewarton on 10th.   A male was photographed just before 

going down to roost by Bleachfield Farm at 15:47hrs on 13th.  On 18th, a total of 5 (2 

males / 3 ringtails) visited the roost site but only the males pitched down before dusk. 

Only 2 males appeared on 21st and went down to roost separately at 15:52 - 54hrs.  A 

male went down to roost at 15:44hrs on 22nd.  Two males went down to roost at 15:31 

and 15:37 on 28th. 

Loch Lussa: a male was foraging by Bordadubh on 18th (Dee Brodie pers. comm.).   

 

 

Hen Harrier – male / 16th November 
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Hen Harrier – male / 28th November 
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Hen Harrier – ringtail by Stewarton / 18th November 

 

Common Kestrel 

Southend: one Keil Point on 5th (Errol / Fiona Crutchfield pers. comm). 

Saddell: one on 13th (Dee Brodie pers. comm.).  

 

 
 

Kestrel – 5th November / photo Errol Crutchfield 
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Peregrine Falcon 

Campbeltown: one in the town at Glenside on 9th (Charlie Robertson pers. comm.). 
The Laggan: one >S over Bleachfield on 19th.   

Merlin 

The Laggan: one at Bleachfield on 19th and 21st.  

 

Merlin – 19th November (clutching remains of prey item) 

Northern Lapwing 

Gigha: 12 on 26th (David Jardine pers. comm.). 

 

 

 

Ringed Plovers / Sanderlings and a Ruddy Turnstone - 5th November   

Part of flock c 75 / Photo Errol Crutchfield 
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Common Ringed Plover 

Southend: c 70 on 5th (Errol / Fiona Crutchfield pers. comm).  

C 45 >S at MSBO on 15th. 

Machrihanish Airbase: flock 50 on 16th. 

 

Ringed Plover – 16th November 

 

Dunlin 

Flock 9 >S on 15th. 

Machrihanish Airbase: one on 16th. 

 

 

Dunlin – 16th November 

 

Sanderling 

Southend: 3 on 5th (Errol / Fiona Crutchfield pers. comm).   
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Ruddy Turnstone  

Four flocks totalling 37 >S on 2nd. 

Southend: 3 on 5th (Errol / Fiona Crutchfield pers. comm).   

 

Purple Sandpiper 

Flock 11 on 2nd.  Regular small numbers on all visits later / 8 on 12th and 7 on 26th.  

 

 

Purple Sandpipers – 25th November 
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Purple Sandpiper – 25th November 

Common Gull 

Peninver: 200+ in fields just north of the village on 26th. 

The Laggan: 140+ at Bleachfield on 19th. 

 

Iceland Gull 

Two records of 1cys (1st-winter): one >S at 14:52hrs on 2nd (warden) and one >E at 

08:40hrs on 5th (Tom Lowe per Jim Dickson).  

 

Iceland Gull – 1cy / 2nd November 

 

Glaucous Gull 

Two records: an adult >S at 11:05hrs on 2nd and a 2cy >N at 14:21hrs on 15th (Warden 

/ Dee Brodie). 
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Glaucous Gull – adult on passage / 2nd November  

This big beast passed c 2m from MSBO window – this rear shot was the only option 

No cigar for this effort    

 

Black-legged Kittiwake 

Light southerly movement on 25th with c 60 >S / 4hrs in NW f4 with frequent squalls 

(1cy = c 70%).  

 

 
 

Kittiwake – 1cy / 25th November 
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Barn Swallow 

Campbeltown: 2 at Stronvaar on 1st (Bob Middleton pers. comm.) and a short-tailed 

1cy at Kildalloig Bay on 30th (Errol / Fiona Crutchfield pers. comm).   

Southend: one at the graveyard on 2nd and 3 there on 4th (Errol / Fiona Crutchfield 

pers. comm).   

 

Redwing 

The Laggan: 15 at West Parkfergus on 9th.  

 

 
 

Redwing – 9th November 

 

Mistle Thrush 

The Laggan: 2 at West Parkfergus on 16th >N over Machrihanish Airbase. 

 

Fieldfare 

The Laggan: c 40 at West Parkfergus on 9th.  Flock 140 >W at Bleachfield on 22nd. 

 

Fieldfare – 9th November 
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European Stonechat 

The Laggan: 2 at Bleachfield on 6th,18th and 21st, one at West Parkfergus on 9th. 

One by MSBO on 13th.  

 

Stonechat – 6th November 

 

Common Starling 

Drumlemble: 700+ on 10th. 

 

Eurasian Magpie 

Campbeltown: one at Saddell Street on 2nd (Charlie Robertson pers. comm.). 

Stewarton: single bird still present and seen on 21 dates 2nd-28th (Errol / Fiona 

Crutchfield pers. comm.).  ‘Seen most days’ (Margaretanne Green pers. comm.). 

Machrihanish: 2 still present all month (Charlie McMillan et al.). 

Of interest: in Mid-Argyll, one was seen flying north over the Kilberry Road above 

Inverneill on 4th (per Jim Dickson).  As far as I am aware, this is the first Magpie 

detected anywhere in Mid-Argyll since April.   

 

Eurasian Jay 

Tayinloan North: 2 by West Coast Salmon on 10th (David Jardine pers. comm.). 

 

Carrion Crow 

Campbeltown Loch: 9 by the Stinky Hole on 6th and 5 there on 11th. 

This is the local hotspot.  

 

Common Crossbill 

Tayinloan North: one heard by West Coast Salmon on 10th (David Jardine pers. 

comm.). 
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Yellowhammer 

Tayinloan North: one heard by West Coast Salmon on 10th (David Jardine pers. 

comm.). 

 

A few more Photos taken in November 

 

 

Pied Wagtail – MSBO / 10th November 

 

Purple Sandpiper – dodging the breakers / 25th November 
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Machrihanish Airbase 

November Records / Photos 

By Jo Goudie / David Millward 

Photo of the Month 

   

Eurasian Sparrowhawk  

Waiting patiently below feeding station! 

This month has been very mild with no hard frosts, but we have had some very wet 

days with driving rain.  Lots of passerines are still visiting the feeders along with a few 

Jackdaws and even a Rook that was happy to sneak the sunflower hearts from the 

feeders when we were absent. 

There seems to be large numbers of Greenfinches that have taken to visiting but no 

sign of the diseased one seen earlier.  We still have the Coal Tit visiting and have 

seen the arrival of a Blackbird male from 01/11/20. 

The Sparrowhawk has become a daily visitor and seems to have quite a bit of success 

as the puffs of feather lying around show.  On some occasions we saw it hiding at the 

bottom of the willow herb stems about 6 inches from the ground.  It seemed a strange 

thing to be doing until we realized it was waiting for the voles that come out to feed on 

what is dropped from the feeder.  It would stay very still then suddenly drop down on 

whatever was underneath or explode up from the undergrowth to try for the small birds 

that were unaware of its presence. 

7th Nov – Round the airfield views of Redpoll (2), Stonechat (4), Buzzard (3), 

Meadow Pipit (5), Redwing (10) and a sudden influx of Song Thrush (10). 
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16th Nov – Beautiful sight of 5 Whooper Swans >W. 

27th Nov – Arrived home from town to find the house and surrounding fence and lamp 

posts covered in Starlings.  They were trying to feed on the feeders and combing the 

lawns. Must have been around 150 + all noisily squabbling. 

28th Nov – Tour of the airfield showed very little apart from Reed Bunting (20), 

Redpoll (30), Meadow Pipit (5), a female stonechat and a fly over of around 200+ 

Lapwing heading for the fields by Machrihanish to join the geese already there (100+). 

Photos from our Feeding Station and Periphery / 7th November 

 

Song Thrush  

 

Redwing 
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European Robin   

 

 

Coal Tit 
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Common Chaffinch 

 

 

European Goldfinch 
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Sparrowhawk 

 

Photos from my Feeding Station and Periphery / 12th November 
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Dunnock 

 

 

Common Starling 

 

 

Blue Tit 
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House Sparrow 
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Goldfinch 

Photos from my Feeding Station and Periphery / 28th November 

 

Sparrowhawk  

 

 

 

 

Greenfinches 
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Reed Bunting 

 

Chaffinch 

 

 

A few more shots taken by David in November 
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Sparrowhawk – ‘in hiding’ 

 

Coal Tit 
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Stonechat 

 

Reed Bunting 
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Some News / Photos from the Scottish Owl Centre 

 

A wet Spectacled Owl-let   

 
‘The above photo of our wet Owl-let was a big hit in the national press. 
I think it expressed the mood of the nation!  
The owl-let was 6-7 weeks old when photographed.  It is a South American species 
found in Central America, Mexico, Brazil and Argentina.  
Owls often show two toes to the front when perching owing to having a reversible outer 
toe. They use this to form a 'cage'-trap when pouncing on small mammals’.  
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The same Spectacled Owl-let  
 

‘Spectacled Owls prey mainly on small mammals but have been known to catch small 
monkeys. They only lay one or two eggs with often only one chick surviving.  The Owl-
let has been named ‘Aztec’ and is now being used in our public flying displays’. 
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One of Aztec’s parents 

 

‘The parents of Aztec do not have individual names as they are not part of our trained 
flying display birds. We only give personal names to these. 
The Scottish Owl Centre is home to the largest collection of owls open to the public in 
the world. 

 

Perhaps the Band-bellied Owl would be the most beautiful species we have.  The 
Scottish Owl Centre have the first and second breeding records for the species in the 
UK’. 
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Band-bellied Owls – Adult (left) and juvenile 

 

Rod Angus   

Director  

Scottish Owl Centre 

Website https://www.scottishowlcentre.com/ 

 

 

 

 

Ends  

 

https://www.scottishowlcentre.com/

